Earth History Project Ideas
You will pick a project and spend time researching the project using BYOD technology in class. You will have a total of 3 days to finish. ALL options will include a written paper on the topic. (ONE PER STUDENT) On day 4 you will present your research and information. If you choose a partner(s) understand that your grade will be reflected both academically and with effort. Choose wisely! If you are not ready to present on day 4, you will receive a DOES NOT MEET for this assignment without the option to REDO. The bold number in parenthesis is the number of students who can do the project.

1. Write a report on how radioactivity is used in dating rocks and other materials.  Describe the process in detail, and include answers to the following questions:  Which materials are used to determine the age of the Earth?  Which method was used to determine the age of the Dead Sea Scrolls?  Write a paper and create poster required!  (2)
2. Find out about the age of the oldest fossil known at this time.  Also research the oldest known fossil of an animal and of a plant.  Write a report and include drawings, the age, and where the fossils were found.  Write a paper and create poster required!  (1)
3. Geologists searching for oil deposits look for certain fossils in the core samples drilled from the earth.  Do library research to find out how these core samples are drilled and what fossils give evidence of possible oil deposits.  Write a paper and create poster required!  (1)
4. Pick an era, make models of the kinds of life that existed during the era, and prepare an exhibit showing a scene from that era. All should be from around the same time period. Write a Paper about the display and present to class.  (3)
5. Prepare a large, colorful poster of the Geologic Time Scale.  Include eras, periods, epochs, duration, years before present, and a record of the major life forms that existed.  Write a paper and create poster/display required!  (2)
6. In 1938, a type of fish thought to be extinct for over 70 million years was discovered in the Indian Ocean.  Its name is coelacanth.  Find out more about this fish, its special characteristics, and why it was thought to be extinct.  Write a paper and create poster required!  (2)
7. Look up information concerning the asteroid theory pertaining to the extinction of the dinosaurs.  Research this information as well as the controversy behind it.  Explain why you disagree or agree with this theory and include your own hypothesis of why dinosaurs became extinct so quickly Write a paper and create poster required!  (2)
8. Convert the geologic time scale into one calendar year.  Use Figure 18-2 on page 346 in your textbook.  Included major events such as the beginning of each major life form, any extinction, your birthday, and today.  Some animals to include are trilobites, fishes, reptiles, dinosaurs, birds, amphibians, and humans.  Write a paper and create poster required!  (3)
9. Compare the amount of time dinosaurs lived on earth with the amount of time humans have lived on earth.  Present your information on a sheet of poster board.  Write a paper and create poster required!  (2)
10. Choose one type of dinosaur and find information about it.  Write a report summarizing your findings.  Include a description of the dinosaur’s size, defenses, and feeding habitats Write a paper and create a poster required!  (2)
11. Make a series of drawings on poster board or make clay models to show how the continents formed and moved apart.  Start with Precambrian time and show the successive changes that took place during each era.  Write a paper and create poster/display required! (2)
12. Write a detailed report about the history of the Grand Canyon.  Include pictures in your report Write a paper and create poster required!  (2)
13. Find out what kind of fossils can be found in your area (Wake County, NC).  To which era and period in geologic history do they belong?  What type of climate do the fossils indicate?  Give a detailed description as well as an enlarged map of the area.  Write a paper and create required!  (1)
14. Investigate and report on the work and writings of one of the following people:  James Hutton, Sir Charles Lyell, or William Smith. Write a paper and create poster required!  (1)
Each written report will include:

· An introduction paragraph

· Explain what the project was about
· A Body paragraph

· Bulk of the information

· What did you find out about this project

· A conclusion paragraph

· Surprising facts

· Final thoughts

· Include any drawings or images you have found

Each paragraph is 5-7 sentences

